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National Curriculum Activities 
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How did a pile of dragon bones help to solve an Ancient Chinese Mystery? 
Ancillary Question 1: What was odd about the dragon bones that Wang Yirong bought? 
Ancillary Question 2: What do the engraved bones tell us about the beliefs of the Shang? 
Ancillary Question 3: Why do we know so much about how some people lived at the time of the Shang 
and hardly anything about others? 
Ancillary Question 4: Rise and fall – how did the reign of King Cheng Tang compare with that of King Di 
Xin? 
Ancillary Question 5: What made Fu Hao stand out from the crowd? 

Pupils should be taught about: 

• the achievements of the earliest civilisations – an 
overview of where and when the first civilisations 
appeared and an in-depth study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer, the Indus Valley, 
Ancient Egypt or the Shang Dynasty of Ancient 
China. 
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Not taught this half term.  
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Not taught this half term.  

D
T Project – Rainforest themed buzzer wire game Skill - Adding circuits, switches and buzzers to a design. 

Carried over from last half term due to time constraints. 

The children will create a buzzer game in small 
groups, using lots of resilience and patience to 
ensure the buzzer is connected correctly and fulfil 
its purpose. 
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Mars Rover 1  

• Identify some of the types of data that the Mars Rover could collect (for example, photos). 

• Explain how the Mars Rover transmits the data back to Earth and the challenges involved in 
this. 

• Read any number in binary, up to eight bits. 

• Identify input, processing and output on the Mars Rovers. 

• Read binary numbers and grasp the concept of binary addition. 

• Relate binary signals (Boolean) to a simple character-based language, ASCII. 

• Learning that external devices can be programmed by a 
separate computer. 

• Recognising how the size of RAM affects the processing of 
data. 

• Learning the vocabulary associated with data: data and 
transmit. 

• Recognising that computers transfer data in binary and 
understanding simple binary addition. 

• Relating binary signals (Boolean) to the simple character-
based language, ASCII. 



  

 • Learning that messages can be sent by binary code, reading 
binary up to eight characters and carrying out binary 
calculations. 

• Understanding how data is collected in remote or 
dangerous places. 

• Understanding how data might be used to tell us about a 
location. 

• Learn about different forms of communication that have 
developed with the use of technology. 

 



  

Sc
ie

n
ce

 

Forces 

• 1 Describe the life and work of Sir Isaac Newton  

• 2 Explore gravity and air resistance  

• 3 Understand water resistance and friction  

• 4 Investigate mechanisms – levers and pulleys  

• 5 Investigate mechanisms - gears  

• 6 Predict if an object will float or sink 
 

The children will explore the following three 
scientific concepts:  

• Air resistance, otherwise known as drag, is the 
way air opposes the direction an object is 
travelling in and slows it down.  

• Water resistance is the way water slows down the 
speed of the item travelling through it. This is why 
high-speed boats have a narrow front end, so that 
they can easily glide through it.  

• Friction occurs when two surfaces run against 
each other. The rougher the surface, the more 
friction is caused.  
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Unit 3 – How Does Music Improve Our World? 
 

This Unit of Work celebrates a wide range of 
musical styles. The clearly sequenced lessons 
support the key areas of the English Model Music 
Curriculum, Listening, Singing, Playing Composing 
and Performing. There are options for assessment, 
deeper learning and further musical exploration. 
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Healthy eating - going to market 
I can recall fruits and vegetables.   
I can talk and write about fruits and vegetables.   
I can take part in a class survey about favourite fruits and vegetables.   
I can ask for the price of a fruit or vegetable.   

    I can participate in a simple shopping conversation.   
I can understand and use instructions to make my own recipe. 

• Enjoy Spanish through speaking, listening and 
writing as we cover this topic. 

• Children will hold short conversations with each 
other surrounding the topic content. 
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Gymnastics 

• I can create and perform sequences using apparatus, individually and with a partner. 

• I can lead a partner through short warm-up routines. 

• I can use canon and synchronisation and matching and mirroring when performing with a partner 
and a group and say how it affects the performance. 

• I can use feedback provided to improve my work. 

• I can use set criteria to make simple judgments about performances and suggest ways they could be 
improved. 

• I can use strength and flexibility to improve the quality of a performance. 

• I can work safely when learning a new skill to keep myself and others safe. 

• Pupils should continue to apply and develop a 
broader range of skills, learning how to use them 
in different ways and to link them to make actions 
and sequences of movement. 

• Pupils should be taught to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control and balance [for 
example, through athletics and gymnastics]. 
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How can we help in an accident or emergency? 

• H43 - about what is meant by first aid; basic techniques for dealing with common injuries 

• H44 - how to respond and react in an emergency situation; how to identify situations that may 
require the emergency services; know how to contact them and what to say 

 
 

• Children to be able to respond to a real-life 
emergency situation and compose themselves 
effectively and sensibly. 

 

• Children to be faced with different scenarios and 
describe how they would react, giving reasons 
why. 
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Hindu dharma - What might Hindus learn from stories about Krishna? 
Beliefs and values 

• make links between the story of Prince Prahlad and Hindu beliefs about devotion and loyalty 

• explain Hindu beliefs about Krishna and what stories about Krishna might teach Hindus 

• explain the Hindu belief that God is present in all people (through the atman) and the impact this 
might have on a believer 

Living religious traditions 

• describe and explain a variety of ways that Hindus might celebrate the festival of Holi 

• suggest why there might  be differences in the way that Hindu festivals are celebrated in India and 
how Hindu communities and individuals in the UK might celebrate 

• explain how Holi celebrations might express Hindu beliefs about equality 
Shared human experience 

• explain how festivals and celebrations might be helpful ways for communities and societies to pass 
on values, guidance and traditions 

• consider the different ways that myth and stories are and used  

• explain how a ‘truth’ might be contained within a story 
Search for personal meaning 

• consider how they decide what is ‘true’ – and how there might be different types of truth (eg. 
empirical truth, historical truth, spiritual truth) 

• discuss and debate things that they consider to be true that others might disagree with. 

• Written work, class discussions, scrapbook work 
and the aid of videos and research online will be 
used to discover and learn all about this RE unit. 


