
Stories and Songs 
Farmer Duck 
Little Red Hen 

 

1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive 
5 little monkeys 
5 little speckled frogs 
1,2 buckle my shoe  
5 green bottles  
5 in a bed 
5 little ducks 
5 currant buns 
5 men flying saucer 

 

Core Experiences 
Visit the woods 
Bird houses 
Bird feeders 
Ice / Snow 
Pancakes 
 

Seasonal Links 
New Year 
Animals 
Valentine’s Day  
Signs of winter; Comparing winter to autumn  
Winter clothing and winter weather 
National Handwriting Day  
Burns Night  
National Storytelling week  
Chinese New Year  
Early signs of spring 
Shrove Tuesday 

Communication and Language 
Learn new vocabulary  
Use new vocabulary  
Ask questions to find out more  
Use talk to help work out problems  
Learn rhymes and recite from memory  
Non-fiction books related to themes and interests  
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Learning about the World 
Describe a significant celebration: New Year’s Day, Valentine’s day 
Compare similarities and differences between celebrations 
Talk about places that are significant in our community  
Walking through our school – direction and distance 

 
 

Literacy  
Letter and Sounds – environmental sounds 
STOP signal  
MTYT (My turn your turn)_ 
Language of writing: Around Up and down Across  
Retracing lines  
Drawing circles and vertical lines 
Story scribing – sharing stories  
Copying letters in name 

Recognising own name 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
Feelings  
Feelings check in 
Feelings in stories 
Greetings check-in  
Toileting 
Self help skills 
Independence – we can... 
Washing up, setting the table – helping and team work   
Discussing rules for a happy, safe classroom  
Suits and boots 

Physical Development 
Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills rolling- crawling - 
walking - jumping - running - hopping - skipping - climbing 
Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: - 
lining up and queuing - mealtimes- personal hygiene  
Tool use: Rolling pin, playdough tools 

 

New words  
Transport: car, bus, taxi, van, truck 
Other buildings: church, shop, garage, post office, garden centre, tower, 
castle,  
Feelings/ emotions words 
Behaviour words 

Words linked to celebrations  
Weather words: snow, rain, hail, ice, sunshine, etc 
Woodland animals  
Winter / Spring season words 

Creative Learning 
Choose paint colours for purpose 
Mix paint colours with intent  
Choose fabric  
Join paper / card using glue 
Use tape appropriately  

Transient art suing autumn treasures  
Collage using different materials 
Copy some dance moves in a sequence 
Instruments to accompany singing 
Sing a song on their own if they choose to 

Maths  
Number rhymes: 
1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive 
5 little monkeys 
5 little speckled frogs 
 

Number of the week  

 

Colour of the week  
Shape of the week 
Register shape recognition  
Numicon 
Natural resources 

Touch counting 
Cube towers 
Building blocks 
Counting hoops 
Number tracks 



 

 

 

 

 

Progression of Skills in Nursery Spring 1 

Communication and 

Language 

Personal, Social, 

Emotional 

Physical 

Development 

Literacy Maths Understanding the 

World 

Expressive Art and Design 

Use talk to organise 

themselves and their play: 

“Let’s go on a bus... you 

sit there... 

I’ll be the driver.” 

 

Develop their 

pronunciation. 

 

Become more 

outgoing with 

unfamiliar people, 

in the safe context of 

their setting.  

 

Remember rules 

without needing an 

adult to remind them.  

 

Understand gradually 

how others might be 

feeling.  

 

Continue to develop 

their movement, 

balancing, riding 

(scooters, trikes and 

bikes) and ball skills.  

 

Show a preference for a 

dominant hand.  

 

Be increasingly 

independent as they 

get dressed and 

undressed, for example, 

putting coats on and 

doing up zips 

 

Understand the five 

key concepts about 

print:  

• print has meaning  

• print can have 

different purposes  

• we read  

English text from left 

to right and from top 

to bottom  

• the names of the 

different parts of a 

book  

• page sequencing 

 

Talk about and explore 2D and 3D 

shapes (for example, circles, 

rectangles, triangles and cuboids) 

using informal and 

mathematical language: ‘sides’, 

‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

 

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  

 

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 

objects, without having to count 

them individually (‘subitising’).  

 

Combine shapes to make new ones 

– an arch, a bigger triangle, etc. 

Begin to make sense of 

their own life-story 

and family’s history. 

 

Explore collections of 

materials with similar 

and/or different 

properties.  

 

Talk about the 

differences between 

materials and changes 

they notice 

 

Develop their own ideas and 

then decide which materials to 

use to express them.  

 

Join different materials and 

explore different textures. 

 

Respond to what they have 

heard, expressing 

their thoughts and feelings.  

 


