
Nursery 
 

Progression in skills for Spring 1 
In Nursery we plan fun interactive activities and experiences from the children’s interests. We modify these activities, so they include the skills below. 

 

Communication 

and Language 

Personal, 

Social, 

Emotional 

Physical 

Development 

Literacy Maths Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Art and 

Design 

Use talk to 

organise 

themselves and 

their play: “Let’s 

go on a bus... you 

sit there... 

I’ll be the driver.” 

 

Develop their 

pronunciation. 

 

Become more 

outgoing with 

unfamiliar 

people, in the 

safe context 

of their 

setting.  

 

Remember 

rules without 

needing an 

adult 

to remind 

them.  

 

Understand 

gradually how 

others might 

be feeling.  

 

Continue to 

develop their 

movement, 

balancing, 

riding 

(scooters, 

trikes and 

bikes) and ball 

skills.  

 

Show a 

preference for 

a dominant 

hand.  

 

Be increasingly 

independent as 

they get 

dressed and 

undressed, for 

example, 

putting coats 

on and doing up 

zips 

 

Understand 

the five key 

concepts 

about print:  

• print has 

meaning  

• print can 

have different 

purposes  

• we read  

English text 

from left to 

right and from 

top to bottom  

• the names of 

the different 

parts of a 

book  

• page 

sequencing 

 

Talk about and explore 

2D and 3D shapes (for 

example, circles, 

rectangles, triangles 

and cuboids) using 

informal and 

mathematical language: 

‘sides’, ‘corners’; 

‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

 

Show ‘finger numbers’ 

up to 5.  

 

Develop fast 

recognition of up to 3 

objects, without 

having to count them 

individually 

(‘subitising’).  

 

Combine shapes to 

make new ones – an 

arch, a bigger triangle, 

etc. 

Begin to make 

sense of their 

own life-story 

and family’s 

history. 

 

Explore 

collections of 

materials with 

similar and/or 

different 

properties.  

 

Talk about the 

differences 

between 

materials 

and changes 

they notice 

 

Develop their own 

ideas and then 

decide which 

materials to use to 

express them.  

 

Join different 

materials and 

explore 

different textures. 

 

Respond to what 

they have heard, 

expressing 

their thoughts and 

feelings.  

 

 


