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Learning Languages Policy 
Never less than our best 

INTENT: 
We believe that learning a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for all 
pupils. The learning of a foreign language provides a medium for cross‐curricular links and for reinforcement of 
knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subjects. We are keen to promote the introduction of a 
Modern Foreign Language to all pupils in Key Stage 2. As a school we have chosen to study Spanish. 
 
Aims for our children: 

• they understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 

• they speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want 
to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation 

• they can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures 
that they have learnt  to discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied 

• they develop transferable Language Learning Skills which will help embed language learning across subject areas 
and in future language learning beyond KS2 

• they develop cultural and geographical knowledge and understanding through contextual learning including 
cultural and seasonal events and current worldwide affairs  

 
IMPLEMENTATION: 
Teaching and Learning 
Teaching should provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the foundations for 
further foreign language teaching at key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts 
and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, 
grammatical structures and vocabulary. Our language learning curriculum promotes the importance of developing 
language skills in English and other languages and celebrates the languages spoken by children and families within our 
school community and the wider world.  
 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning 
of words 

• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek 
clarification and help 

• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using 
familiar words and phrases 

• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar 
written material, including through using a dictionary 

• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

• describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, 
masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high‐frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English 

 
Language teaching and learning is delivered by the class teacher with ongoing support from the Subject Leader where 
necessary.  Online support for non-specialists in available through the Primary Language Network resources including 
native speaker audio and video resources.  In KS2, children should have around 30 minutes per week of languages. In 
KS1, teachers introduce basic vocabulary and songs often linked to classroom routines, learning themes and challenges 
in other curriculum areas.   



Planning 
Lessons are planned weekly and use the Primary Languages Network online programme of study to support and 
structure planning and teaching and ensure progression in skills in line with the National Curriculum.  Seasonal and 
cultural activities enhance the core curriculum and we celebrate European Day of Languages and Spanish Language 
Day each year as a powerful way of promoting engagement and excitement in language learning.  
 

IMPACT: 
Curriculum Links 
Learning another language presents opportunities for the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding 
developed in other curriculum areas.  
 
These opportunities can be exploited through aspects of: 

• Literacy: development of speaking and listening skills, knowledge and understanding of grammar and 

sentence construction. 

• ICT: use of e‐mail with schools abroad, materials from the internet and satellite television, video and audio, 

presentation of data, word‐processing. 

• PSHE: the multilingual society, knowledge of other countries and cultures. 

• Numeracy: counting, calculations, the time and the date, money. 

• Geography: work relating to the study of other countries, points of the compass, weather. 

• Science: work on parts of the body, animals, and names of planets. 

• Music: rhyming, rhythm, singing, composition, world music. 

• RE: international or multicultural work, celebration of festivals, storytelling, calendars, customs. 

• History: work relating to the study of other countries, family trees of famous people. 

• Art: look at paintings and the lives of painters. 

• PE: physical responses to the teacher's instructions issued in the language being learnt. 

Assessment 
Teachers assess children’s progress informally during the lessons, evaluating progress against the four national 
Attainment Targets of: 

• Listening and Responding 

• Speaking 

• Reading and Responding 

• Writing 

Each child has their own Languages Book where written work, photographs or other evidence of their personal 
learning journey in Languages is recorded.  Feedback is usually verbal from teachers, teaching assistants or peers but 
can also be written when correcting grammar and spelling or supporting children to develop their writing into 
sentences correctly.  Each class has a Languages Lead Learner Book in which the class Lead Learner records weekly 
activities and reflections on their class language learning.  Each week, the Lead Learner interviews peers to find out 
about their experiences in language learning and how they have used their developing knowledge and skills beyond 
the languages lessons and activities. 
 
Knowledge Organisers created by the Subject Leader and Puzzle It Out activities from the Primary Languages Network 
resources are used to ensure children focus on the knowledge building blocks they require for future learning in 
Languages and the wider curriculum. 
 
Learning outcomes are tracked on the whole school Assessment Tool system against assessment statements from our 
Languages curriculum progression maps.  This tracking and assessment is monitored by class teachers and the 
Languages Subject Leader to ensure coverage and monitor each child’s progress over the academic year. 
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