
Merton Bank Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

Nurturing a love for learning  

Our Early Years Curriculum 2021 

Our Merton Bank Early Years Curriculum is rooted in stories, songs, the seasons and giving 

our children rich, real-life experiences so they develop a love for learning and the skills, 

knowledge and memories on which to build their future learning.  We have drawn on our 

professional studies, knowledge of child development, our experience in early years and our 

continual professional development in refining and developing our curriculum, pedagogy and 

practice.  A significant amount of CPD and the study of a wide range of literature has informed 

the development of our bespoke EY curriculum including: 

• Getting it right in the Early Years Foundation Stage: a review of the evidence   

• Statutory Framework for the Early Years, 2021 

• Birth to 5 Matters: non-statutory guidance  

• Development Matters: non-statutory guidance  

• The work of: Greg Bottril, Alistair Bryce-Clegg, Anna Epgrave and others 

• History and Geography in Early Years CPD: David Weatherly  

• The Reading Framework: teaching the foundations of reading July 2021 

• White Rose Maths  

• NCETM NW3 Maths Hub Specialist Knowledge for Teaching Maths EY Training 

Programme (2020-2021) 

 

Implementation  

We devote our time in September to getting to know our children and building the 

foundations of strong partnerships with parents and families.  We carefully plan and organise 

our environment both indoors and outside to promote high-quality communication and 

interaction, large physical movement and high energy activity, curiosity and independence.   

We identify children’s individual skills, interests and experiences and use these as a way into 

nurturing their love for learning.  Over time and constant reflection, we develop the 

environment, resources, activities and interactions in order to support the development of all 

areas of learning with a particular focus on language skills, self-regulation, independence, 

challenge and risk-taking and a secure foundation in reading and writing skills.  

We carefully plan rich experiences that we feel are fundamental to the learning and 

development of very young children. We recognise that some of our children do not bring 

with them the experiences they deserve from their early childhood and it is up to us in school 

to work in partnership with parents to provide the best early experiences for our children.   

We recognise that many of our children have limited experience of the wider world and the 

cultures, traditions and people who make up our rich and diverse country.  Through stories, 

visits, visitors and creative activities we teach our young children to be curious, respectful, 

tolerant and how to recognise and celebrate our similarities and differences.   



Long Term 

We have a long-term curriculum plan which we have thoughtfully created to ensure that we 

build children’s learning over time, so they achieve the necessary progress in all areas by the 

end of EYFS.  This long-term plan is built on our knowledge of child development and 

particularly focusses on developing vocabulary, rich experiences, reading and writing skills 

and a deep mastery of maths skills and concepts. 

Medium Term  

Our half termly overviews are flexible and built around our ongoing observations and 

assessment of the needs of our current cohort of children.  Our Early Years environments both 

indoors and outdoors are carefully planned and organised with a core base of resources to 

allow children to take ownership of their independent learning.  In addition, stories and 

books, the seasons and the natural world often shape the enhancements we add to our 

environment and a child’s current interests or a magical moment can steer our learning 

adventures in a whole new direction. 

Short Term  

Our weekly and daily plans are a careful balance of adult-led, adult-supported and child-led 

learning and often build on children’s interests, seasonal influences or spontaneous wow 

moments that evolve through the week.  Whole-class, adult-led group meetings such as our 

daily maths meeting, daily story and rhyme time, Child of the Day compliments time and other 

focus sessions allow us to build bonds as a class community and develop listening, 

communication and social skills necessary for a large group.  Small group meetings such as 

our daily breakfast meetings are an opportunity to promote conversation, social skills and 

peer interaction and often have a particular focus such as ‘breakfast maths menu’, dough 

disco, sharing a story, Say What You See, or mark making and handwriting.  We also have 

targeted small group sessions such as daily phonics, focussed maths, motor skills etc. which 

are planned weekly, based on observations and the identification of the changing needs of 

the children.  Further individual targeted support such as speech therapy, 1:1 phonics 

tutoring, sensory activities or an individualised learning plan may be necessary at times, to 

support a child on their unique learning journey.  

We try to ensure that adult-led meeting times and group sessions are planned for the 

beginning and the end of the morning and afternoon sessions to allow children to have 

extended, uninterrupted time to get deeply involved in their learning and follow their own 

lines of enquiry.  At times, targeted, adult-led support activities are delivered during the 

morning or afternoon session but as much as possible, we try to move children’s learning on 

by sensitively joining them in their self-chosen play and provoking the necessary skills 

development through their own interests.  At times, it is necessary to ask children to pause 

their play to join an adult led intervention or activity, however we aim to make our teaching 

as playful as possible so children are keen to join us and actually wonder at what point the 

play has ended and the learning has started.  As one child asked after 20 minutes in a targeted 

maths session last year “when are we starting our learning?”  



Impact 

We know that children make significant progress, generally from low starting points, during 

their time in our Early Years, particularly in their personal and social skills, language and 

communication and reading and early maths skills.  We are proud that our children settle 

quickly into our Early Years environment and routines and that they arrive each morning 

excited about being in school and with a growing love for learning.   

 

Mrs K Clay 

Early Years Lead and Reception Teacher   

July 2021 


