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Never less than our best 

INTENT: 
Our curriculum is rooted in stories, singing, the seasons and rich, real-life experiences. It is designed to provide our 
children with a memorable and joyful early school experience. We aim to give each child the skills, knowledge and a 
solid foundation on which to build in their further learning. Through core experiences, planned purposeful play and 
high-quality interactions we promote the importance of making links beyond the local environment; opening our 
children’s eyes to the jobs, landscapes, cultures and opportunities in the wider world.  
 
We work tirelessly to ensure all our children become confident speakers and thoughtful listeners. We expose our 
children to a broad and ambitious vocabulary and teach them the power of language for communicating ideas, solving 
problems and developing a strong self-identity. We carefully choose stories, rhymes and songs to weave a golden thread 
through all learning.  We make story time a priority as we believe that sharing books enables our children to make 
connections and relationships, develops their imagination and allows them to become confident independent readers 
who love books and reading.   
 
Children leave our early years with knowledge, skills and memories to draw upon in their next stage of their learning.  
Our children have the curiosity, resilience, self-control, independence and creativity necessary to succeed.  They have 
developed respect for themselves and others, built strong positive relationships and know they are a valued member 
of our school community. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION: 
 
Play in the Foundation Stage  
Through play our children explore and develop their knowledge and skills, which help them make sense of the world. 
They practise and build up ideas and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the 
opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they 
investigate and solve problems.  
 
The role of play Play is an important part of the EYFS curriculum. Children have the opportunity to play both indoors 
and outdoors where the children have access to The Outdoor Classroom. Through play, the children learn to explore, 
develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the world. Play helps them to practise and 
build up ideas, concepts and skills. Play enables them to see a need for rules and enables them to take risks and make 
mistakes. It allows them to think creatively and imaginatively and it also helps them to communicate with others as they 
investigate and solve problems. 
 
Characteristics of Effective Learning 
 We ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the three characteristics of effective 
teaching and learning: 

 • Playing and exploring - children will have opportunities to investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 
 

 • Active learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 
and enjoy their achievements.  
 

 • Creating and thinking critically - we encourage and support children to have and develop their own ideas, make links 
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  
 
  



Learning and Developing  
The EYFS Curriculum –  
Our curriculum for the Foundation Stage reflects the areas of learning identified in the Early Learning Goals. There are 
seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational provision in Early Years settings. All areas of 
learning and development are important and inter-connected. None of the areas of learning can be delivered in isolation 
from the others. Our children’s learning experiences enable them to develop competency and skill across a number of 
learning areas. They require a balance of adult led and child initiated activities in order for children to reach the levels 
required at the end of EYFS.  
 
Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their 
capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.  
The three Prime areas are: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

• Communication and Language  

• Physical Development 
Staff will also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied.  
Specific Areas:  

• Literacy  

• Mathematics  

• Understanding the world  

• Expressive arts and design 
 
Planning –  
The planning objectives within the Foundation stage are taken from EExAT (Early Excellence Assessment Tracker) six 
monthly milestones; this carefully supports planning for individual children. The class teachers in Nursery and Reception 
follow the personalised ‘Incredible Years Curriculum’ (long term plan) designed for the children attending Merton Bank 
Primary school.  Planning is based upon core experiences, stories and themes which are threaded through the EY 
curriculum to ensure that we respond to the interests, needs and achievements of the children.   Alongside this we have 
discrete phonics (RWInc) and maths directed teaching.    
 
Parents as Partners –  
Parents/carers are the child’s first and most enduring educators. When Parents/carers and practitioners work together 
in early years settings, the results have a positive impact on the child’s development. A successful partnership needs to 
be a two-way flow of information, knowledge and expertise.  
We aim to develop this by: 
▪ Outlining how the EYFS is being delivered to Parents/carers during the new parents meeting in July, to enable them 

to understand the value of supporting their child’s learning at home and how they can access more information. 
▪ Updates via the school website/Twitter/EExAT keep parents informed of their child’s current curriculum and learning 

needs, with an outline of activities which could be undertaken at home to support this. 
▪ Parents can upload evidence of home learning via the app EEXAT.  This is a quick and simple way to contribute to 

their child’s learning journey.   
▪ Operating an “open door” policy, whereby parents/carers can come and discuss concerns and developments in an 

informal manner, and also to view children’s work. 
▪ ‘Learn in class’ sessions-these are held termly where parents can experience what it is like I Nursery or Reception.   
▪ Organise parent meetings related to early reading, phonics, writing and maths and how to promote these skill at 

home.    
▪ Parents are encouraged to take part in ‘Mouse Club’ parent workshops throughout the school year.  These 

workshops aim to provide support and guidance in order to support their chid at home.   
▪ Sharing progress at school through annotated photographs and observations via Twitter and EExAT.  Parents are 

notified of evidence of their child’s learning each half term. Children will also have a learning journey folder in class 
that parents can explore at parents meetings.   

▪ Discussing individual next steps and progress with parents/carers at parents’ evening in Autumn and Spring terms. 
▪ Providing an annual written report to parents/carers in July summarising the child’s progress against the early 

learning goals and EYFS assessment scales. 
▪ Any concerns over special needs will be discussed with parents and the Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) for the 

school. 
 



IMPACT: 
 
Observations –  
Foundation Stage staff use observations as the basis for planning for individual children. Practitioners are skilled at 
observing children to identify their achievements, interests and next steps for learning. These observations then lead 
the direction of the planning. Relevant and significant observations are recorded in the children’s online Learning 
Journeys (EExAT).   
 
Assessment – 
The children’s level of development is recorded using the six monthly milestones as detailed in EExAT. During the first 
term in Nursery and Reception, the teacher assesses the ability of each child using a baseline assessment. These 
assessments allow us to identify patterns of attainment within the cohort, in order to adjust the teaching programme 
for individual children and groups of children.  There are three assessment windows throughout the year where class 
teachers will update individual child trackers against their age related month band statements.  Assessment windows 
are: 

Baseline input  
Window 1= 1st Spetember-31st December  
Window 2= 1st January-30th April  
Window 3= 1st May-31st August  
 

The Foundation Stage Profile is the nationally employed assessment tool that enables teachers to record their 
observations at the end of the Foundation Stage, and to summarise their pupils’ progress towards the Early Learning 
Goals. We record each child’s level of development against the 17 early Learning goals as Emerging, Expected or 
Exceeding. We make regular assessments of children’s learning, and we use this information to ensure that future 
planning reflects identified needs.  
 
Team around the child meetings (TAC)- 
Termly class teachers will attend a TAC meeting to discuss progress of all individual children within their class.  A variety 
of professionals attend the TAC meeting such as the Headteacher, Deputy, Senco and safeguarding lead.  This ensures 
that details about the whole child are shared and how to enable individuals achieve their end of year targets and goals.   
 
Assessment in the Foundation Stage takes the form of both formal and informal observations, photographic/video 
evidence and through planned activities. Assessment is completed regularly and involves both the class teachers and 
EY practitioners (Teaching assistants).  Observations and assessments are monitored by the EY Lead at regular intervals 
throughout the year.   
 
The collection of assessment data in the Foundation Stage Profile is a statutory requirement. The teacher keeps progress 
records, online learning journals (EExAT) and records examples of each child’s work. These learning journeys contain a 
wide range of evidence that parents have the opportunity to look at as and when they wish to. We record each child’s 
level of development to be ‘well below, ‘below’, ‘age related’, ‘at’ or ‘above within the six monthly milestone and Early 
Learning Goals. At the end of the final term in Reception we send a summary of these assessments to the LA for analysis. 
We share this information with parents at consultation meetings and in the end-of-year report. 
 
Written by: Sarah Sumpton (Subject Leader) 
Date: September 2019 
Review Date: September 2020 
 
 
                                                                      Nurturing a Love For Learning 
 
               


